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Guest dvars throughout the year 

December 1, 2023, Camp Kabbalat Shabbat 
The impact of Jewish summer camp on the American Jewish experience cannot be overstated. In a 
world of competing priorities, Jewish camps provide the space for the development and growth of 
Jewish identity among Jewish youth. From the songs they learn to the practices they bring back 
home with them, Jewish summer camp is a vehicle for both Jewish exploration and maturation. Join 
us for services on December 1st to hear firsthand about how camp enriches the Jewish life of our 
youth and young adults. 
 
January 26, 2024, Tu B'shevat Shabbat: Cider for a Cause, Charles Rosen 
Our tradition charges us to be good stewards of the earth and responsive to the needs of the 
vulnerable in our midst. Charles Rosen, owner and founder of Ironbound Farm based right here in 
New Jersey, embodies these principles through his pioneering work of bringing back the hard cider 
industry that had once thrived in Newark. Employing formerly incarcerated persons on his apple 
orchard, Charles helps them get back on their feet by paying them a livable wage for their work, 
brewing cider from native apples on land revived by he and his team that is now home to 
Ironbound Hard Cider. Join us for services on to hear Charles’ inspiring story and his efforts to 
restore the local cider industry along with the dignity of others. 
 
March 15, 2024, Adult B’nai Mitzvah, Past Participants 
At Temple Shaari Emeth, we embrace a culture of lifelong Jewish learning and active engagement 
in communal Jewish life. Taking ownership of one’s Jewish identity through study and publicly 
affirming one’s place in the Jewish world through ritual are powerful means of connecting to our 
tradition on a spiritual level. Come join us for services on March 15th as past participants of our 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah program share with us what their journeys meant to them. 
  
March 22, 2024, HIAS Shabbat, Lenny Glickman 
The Jewish people are known for many things, one of which is the many years of painful wandering 
from place to place in the absence of a land of our own. The old Jewish adage that, “kol hatkhalot 
kashot” – that all beginnings are challenging – is especially true for those beginning a new life in a 
new place. The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) has a storied history of assisting Jewish 
refugees and asylum seekers escape persecution and live without fear of repression. HIAS’s 
mission has expanded over the years to meet the needs of the moment and today offers assistance 
to refugees and asylum seekers of all backgrounds from around the world. Join us for Shabbat 
services on March 29th as we welcome community member Lenny Glickman to speak to us about 
his own experience working for HIAS and its deep connection to Jewish values and tradition. 
 
June 21, 2024, Pride, Keshet 
Judaism, as an all-in-one ethnicity, religion, and civilization, is as vibrant and multifaceted as the 
greater world in which we live. In our Reform Jewish tradition, we embrace radical welcoming and 
champion diversity as a means to enrich our communal life as well as our individual 
understandings. Join TSE in celebrating Pride Month as we welcome a Keshet representative to 
come speak to us about the intersection of LGBTQ+ identity and modern Jewish life. 

 


